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          Council Chambers 
          Municipal Building 
          August 25, 2020 
 
 
The McAlester City Council met in a Regular session on Tuesday, August 25, 2020, at 6:00 P.M. 
after proper notice and agenda was posted, August 21, 2020, at 11:34 A.M. 
 
Rodney Briggs gave the invocation and lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Call to Order 
 
Mayor Browne called the meeting to order. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Council Roll Call was as follows: 
 
Present in Person:  Weldon Smith, James Brown, Billy Jack Boatright & John Browne 
Present via Teleconference: Cully Stevens, Steve Cox & Zach Prichard  
Absent:   None 
Presiding:   John Browne, Mayor 
 
Staff Present: Pete Stasiak, City Manager, Sherri Swift, CFO; Kirk Ridenour, 

Economic Development Director; Jayme Clifton, Community 
Development Director; Toni Ervin, Assistant City Manager and 
Cora Middleton, City Clerk 

Staff Attending via Teleconference:  William J. Ervin, City Attorney 
 
Citizens Comments on Non-Agenda Items 
Residents may address Council regarding an item that is not listed on the Agenda. Residents must provide their 
name and address. Council requests that comments be limited to five (5) minutes. 
 
Roy Prince, Pastor North Gate Baptist Church 211 W. Tyler addressed the Council expressing 
his concerns and opinion regarding the face covering mandate. 
 
Consent Agenda 
All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by 
one motion. There will not be separate discussion of these items. If discussion is desired, that item will be removed 
from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately. 
 
A. Approval of the Minutes from the July 28, 2020, Regular Meeting of the McAlester City 

Council. (Cora Middleton, City Clerk) 
 
B. Approval of the Minutes from the August 11, 2020, Regular Meeting of the McAlester 

City Council. (Cora Middleton, City Clerk) 
 

C. Approval of Claims for August 5, 2020 through August 18, 2020. (Sherri Swift, Chief 
Financial Officer)  In the following amounts: General Fund - $97,969.87; Parking 
Authority - $64.56; Nutrition - $156.26; Educational Fund - $85,183.37; Tourism Fund - 
$680.42; SE Expo Center - $912.05; E-911 - $2,197.95; Economic Development - 
$1,020.00; Grants & Contributions Compensation - $1,750.00; CIP Fund - $3,873.56; 
Technology Fund - $363.53; Stormwater Fund - $43,000.00; Infrastructure Fund - 
$141,369.78 and MRHC-Cancer Center Fund - $85,183.37. 
 

D. Accept and place on file the Oklahomans for Independent Living Quarterly Report for the 
months of April through June, 2020.  (Pam Pulchny, Executive Director) 

 
Councilman Stevens requested that item “C” be removed for individual consideration. 
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There was no further discussion and a motion to approve the Consent Agenda Items “A, B and D” 
was made by Councilman Smith.  The motion was seconded by Vice-Mayor Brown, and the vote 
was taken as follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Brown, Stevens, Cox, Boatright, Prichard & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  None 
 
Mayor Browne declared the motion carried.  
 
Items Removed from Consent Agenda 
 
C. Approval of Claims for August 5, 2020 through August 18, 2020. (Sherri Swift, Chief 

Financial Officer)  In the following amounts: General Fund - $97,969.87; Parking 
Authority - $64.56; Nutrition - $156.26; Educational Fund - $85,183.37; Tourism Fund - 
$680.42; SE Expo Center - $912.05; E-911 - $2,197.95; Economic Development - 
$1,020.00; Grants & Contributions Compensation - $1,750.00; CIP Fund - $3,873.56; 
Technology Fund - $363.53; Stormwater Fund - $43,000.00; Infrastructure Fund - 
$141,369.78 and MRHC-Cancer Center Fund - $85,183.37. 

 
Councilman Stevens inquired about the payment on page fifteen (15), from Economic 
Development, for the 14th Street TIF addendum. 
 
Manager Stasiak explained that the Developer had requested an extension due to two (2) of the 
stores being delayed. 
 
Councilman Stevens asked for a copy of the addendum. 
 
There was no further discussion, and a motion to approve Consent Agenda Item “C” was made 
by Councilman Smith.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Boatright, and the vote was 
taken as follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, Stevens, Cox, Brown, Prichard & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  None 
 
Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 
 
A motion to open a Public Hearing to address three (3) proposed ordinances was made by 
Councilman Smith.  The motion was seconded by Vice-Mayor Brown, and the vote was taken as 
follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Brown, Cox, Boatright, Prichard, Stevens & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  None 
 
Mayor Browne declared the motion carried, and the Public Hearing was opened at 6:16 P.M. 
 
Public Hearing 
All persons interested in any ordinance listed under Scheduled Business shall have an opportunity to be heard in accordance 
with Article 2, Section 2.12(b) of the City Charter 
  
AN ORDINANCE CREATING CHAPTER 94, STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND OTHER 
PUBLIC PLACES, OF THE MCALESTER CITY CODE, ARTICLE 1, IN GENERAL, 
SECTION 94-8, PERMIT FOR ELECTRIC CHARGING STATIONS ON PUBLIC 
STREETS AND SIDEWALKS; REPEALING ALL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES, 
AND PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY. 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 110, VEHICLES FOR HIRE, OF THE 
MCALESTER CITY CODE; REPEALING ALL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES AND 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY. 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF McALESTER, OKLAHOMA, AMENDING 
ORDINANCE NO. 2656 WHICH ESTABLISHED THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 
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2019-20; REPEALING ALL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR A 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
There were no comments on the proposed ordinances, and a motion to close the Public Hearing 
was made by Councilman Smith.  The motion was seconded by Vice-Mayor Brown, and the vote 
was taken as follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Brown, Boatright, Prichard, Stevens, Cox & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  None 
 
Mayor Browne declared the motion carried, and the Public Hearing was closed at 6:17 P.M. 
 
Scheduled Business 
 
1. Presentation and acceptance of the Actuarial Funding Report as of July 1, 2020 and the 

GASB Financial Reporting Statements as of June 30, 2020 for the City of McAlester 
Defined Benefit Retirement Plan and Trust.   (Marsh & McLennan Agency LLC) 

Executive Summary 
Acceptance of the Actuarial Funding Report and GASB Financial Reporting Statements as of June 30, 2020.   
 
Bruce Nordstrom, Senior Consulting Actuary Marsh & McLennan Agency, LLC addressed the 
Council updating them on the status of the City’s ‘Defined Benefit Retirement Plan and Trust as 
of July 1, 2020.  He informed them that the required annual funding contribution for 2020 was 
$518, 091.00 and stated that it was a little higher than the 2019 required funding contribution.  
He stated that the liabilities would decrease as payments were made to the retirees.  He reviewed 
the assets of the plan and how those needed to remain at a level that would fund the plan.  He 
added that on the accounting side under the CAFR rules that were dictated by GASB the funded 
status of the Plan had to be on the Balance Sheet each year. 
 
Mayor Browne commented that the Plan was sitting pretty well. 
 
Mr. Nordstrom commented that the Plan was doing much better then seven (7) years ago. 
 
Roll was called at 6:25 P.M. 
 
No action was taken on this item. 
 
2. POSTPONED FROM AUGUST 11, 2020; Discussion on rural water districts’ contracts 

and pricing.  (John Browne, Mayor) 
Executive Summary 
Discussion. 
 
Assistant Manager Ervin addressed the Council explaining that the Audit & Finance Advisory 
Board had reviewed the contracts and pricing and had voted to recommend the increase in the 
pricing.  She commented that the districts made up about 45% of the City’s water consumption 
but only 35% of the revenue. 
 
Dale Burke, PE President Infrastructure Solutions Group, LLC addressed the Council briefly 
reviewing the projects that had been highlighted in the Hydrology study.   
 
There was discussion regarding the number of critical projects, the water transmission lines to 
the water districts, how the system as a whole transmitted water, the difficulty in pinpointing 
which line supplied each of the water districts, and how contaminants can be introduced to the 
system. 
 
Millard Harp, Rural Water District 9 addressed the Council reviewing some of the activities that 
District 9 had performed to construct its’ infrastructure, how the calculations could be refined, 
being involved in the process and delaying the rate increase to allow time for all parties to work 
together. 
 
There was a brief discussion regarding the valuation of the City’s infrastructure, how 
depreciation was calculated, the depreciation only being calculated on the water treatment plant, 
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the rate including water loss and depreciation and if it was legal to pay for something that did not 
exist. 
 
Jim Henley, RWD #5 addressed the Council explaining that part of Water District #5 usage 
included flushing of the lines.  He also commented that the older water contracts showed a 
working relationship between the Water Districts and the City. 
 
There was discussion regarding the amount of the rate increase to the Water Districts, how the 
Districts were notified of the increase, how much the Water Districts billed their customers per 
thousand and what the average bill was in the Water Districts. 
 
No action was taken on this item. 
 
3. TABLED FROM AUGUST 11, 2020; Consider and act upon, an ordinance of the City 

of McAlester to allow for the permitting of the installation of electronic charging stations 
on City right-of-ways on public streets and sidewalks.  (Kirk Ridenour, Economic 
Development Director) 

Executive Summary 
Motion to pass and approve an Ordinance allowing for the permitting and installation of electronic charging stations 
on City right-of-ways on public streets and sidewalks. 
 
Mayor Browne stated that he would like to table this item to the second meeting in September.  
He added that the City employee that had been tasked with this item had many other projects and 
was not ready to present this. 
 
A motion to table a proposed ordinance of the City of McAlester to allow for the permitting of 
the installation of electronic charging stations on City right-of-ways on public streets and 
sidewalks to the second meeting in September was made by Vice-Mayor Brown and seconded by 
Councilman Smith.  There was no discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Brown, Smith, Prichard, Stevens, Cox, Boatright & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  None 
 
Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 
 
4. TABLED FROM MARCH 24, 2020; Discussion and possible action on approving the 

McAlester Cemetery Board recommendation to expend Cemetery Perpetual Care interest 
money to purchase 48 feet of Tuff Trak Altuma Mat Ground Protection.  (Peter Stasiak, 
City Manager) 

Executive Summary 
Motion to approve the use of interest monies from the Cemetery Perpetual Care fund to purchase 48 feet of TuffTrak 
Mat Ground Protection. 
 
Manager Stasiak addressed the Council stating that this had been tabled from the March 24, 2020 
meeting and was for the purchase of forty-eight (48) feet of Tuff Trak Altuma Ground 
Protection.  He stated that the purchase would be made using the interest earned on the Perpetual 
Care.  
 
Councilman Smith inquired about the balance in the account and how much interest is earned. 
 
Manager Stasiak stated that there was approximately $395,000.00 in the fund and last year it 
earned around $5,000.00 in interest.  He added that in the past the focus had been to purchase 
mowers and weed eaters, but this item was to purchase something that would protect the ground 
in the cemetery. 
 
There was no further discussion, and a motion to approve the use of interest monies from the 
Cemetery Perpetual Care fund to purchase forty-eight (48) feet of TuffTrak Mat Ground 
Protection in an amount not to exceed $3,130.00 was made by Councilman Smith.  The motion 
was seconded by Councilman Boatright, and the vote was taken as follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, Stevens, Cox, Brown, Prichard & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  None 
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Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 
 
5. Consider and act upon, authorizing the Mayor to sign the Contractor’s Final Pay No. 6 

and Certificate of Substantial Completion for the contract with Sunrise Construction, 
LLC for the 2019 CDBG Sewer Project and accept the project as completed.  (Dalton 
Carlton, Public Works Director) 

Executive Summary 
Motion to authorize the Mayor to sign the Contractor’s Final pay No. 6 in the amount of $13,887.55 and the 
Certificate of Substantial Completion for the contract with Sunrise Construction, LLC for 2019 CDBG Sewer 
Project and accept the project as completed. 
 
Dale Burke, PE President Infrastructure Solutions Group, LLC addressed the Council stating that 
this was part of the 2019 CDBG Grant project, that all work had been completed, the final 
inspection had been performed on July 29, 2020 and the two (2) year warranty would begin on 
June 25, 2020. 
 
Manager Stasiak commented on the amount of CDBG projects the City had done over the past 
few years and the amount of sewer line that had been replaced in a lot of the older areas of the 
City. 
 
After a brief discussion regarding the area this project had been in and the City’s ability to get 
another bid for the remainder of the funds, a motion to authorize the Mayor to sign the 
Contractor’s Final pay No. 6 in the amount of $13,887.55 and the Certificate of Substantial 
Completion for the contract with Sunrise Construction, LLC for 2019 CDBG Sewer Project and 
accept the project as completed was made by Councilman Smith.  The motion was seconded by 
Vice-Mayor Brown, and the vote was taken as follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Brown, Boatright, Prichard, Stevens, Cox & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  None 
 
Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 
 
6. Consider and act upon, an Ordinance Amendment of the City of McAlester amending 

the Taxicab Business License and Taxicab Driver’s License Permits. (Kevin Hearod, 
Chief of Police) 

Executive Summary 
Motion to pass and approve an Ordinance amending the Taxicab Permit Ordinances, which strengthens the 
enforceability of the Taxicab Ordinances and Permit Process. 
 
Chief Hearod addressed the Council explaining that this would modernize everything in the old 
ordinance.  He added that the previous ordinance had a few problems. 
 
Brian West, 714 E. Osage addressed the Council stating that everything in the ordinance they 
agreed on, but it should be gender neutral throughout the ordinance and posting the license was 
not possible due to the size of the license. 
 
After discussion regarding how cabs in other cities posted their licenses, the size of the license, 
customers receiving texts containing a photo of the driver and confirming their request for a 
cab, the ordinance being gender neutral throughout, needing a photo of the driver, clarifying the 
requirements were consistent throughout the ordinance and having proposed ordinances 
presented for discussion and then again for consideration, a motion to table the proposed 
ordinance to the first meeting in September was made by Councilman Smith.  The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Boatright, and the vote was taken as follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, Stevens, Cox, Brown, Prichard & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  None 
 
Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 
 
7. Consider and act upon, adoption of the Vehicle Use Policy for City Personnel using city-

owned/leased and personal vehicles for city business.  (Toni Ervin, Asst. City Manager) 
Executive Summary 
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Motion to pass and adopt the Vehicle Use Policy for City Personnel using city-owned/leased and personal vehicles 
for city business. 
 
Assistant Manager Ervin addressed the Council explaining that this was to formalize practices 
and allow training.  She stated that the main idea was safety.  She then reviewed the personal 
use of City vehicles section. 
 
After a brief discussion regarding who approved the use of personal vehicles for City business, 
the use of City vehicles for personal use, why certain vehicles could idle and others were not 
supposed to idle, how accidents would be addressed, the number of employees that drove City 
vehicles and this also being an item that could have been presented for discussion and then 
presented for consideration at a following meeting, a motion to approve the Vehicle Use Policy 
for City Personnel using city-owned /leased and personal vehicles for city business was made 
by Councilman Smith.  The motion was seconded by Vice-Mayor Brown, and the vote was 
taken as follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Brown, Stevens, Cox, Boatright, Prichard & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  None 
 
Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 
 
8. Consider and act upon, an Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 2656 which established 

the budget for fiscal year 2019-2020; repealing all conflicting ordinances; providing for 
a severability clause; and declaring an emergency.  (Sherri Swift, Chief Financial 
Officer) 

Executive Summary 
Motion to approve the budget amendment ordinance and declaring an emergency. 
 
CFO Swift addressed the Council explaining that this budget amendment was to finalize and 
close out FY 19/20.  She then reviewed the exhibits for the amendment. 
 
There was a brief discussion clarifying one of the exhibits and using a larger font. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2693  
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF McALESTER, OKLAHOMA, AMENDING 
ORDINANCE NO. 2656 WHICH ESTABLISHED THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2019-20; REPEALING ALL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR A 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
A motion to approve ORDINANCE NO. 2693, closing out fiscal year 2019/2020 was made by 
Councilman Smith and seconded by Vice-Mayor Brown.  There was no further discussion, and 
the vote was taken as follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Brown, Cox, Boatright, Prichard, Stevens & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  None 
 
Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 
 
A motion to approve the EMERGENCY CLAUSE was made by Councilman Smith and 
seconded by Vice-Mayor Brown.  There was no discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Brown, Boatright, Prichard, Stevens, Cox & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  None 
 
Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 
  
9. Presentation of the Monthly Financial Update.  (Sherri Swift, Chief Financial Officer) 
Executive Summary 
Discussion. 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Page 7 of 9 

CFO Swift addressed the Council updating them on the City’s financial status a of July 31, 2020.  
She stated that the year was 8.33% complete with General Fund revenues 10.65% over budget 
and expenditures .96% over budget.  She stated that the transfers were on target.  She reviewed 
the MPWA stating that revenues were .81% over budget and expenditures were 3.84% under 
budget.  She added that transfers were also on target. 
 
Manager Stasiak asked CFO Swift to explain why the General Fund revenues were 10% over 
budget. 
 
CFO Swift explained that the overage was due to the receipt of CARES Act funds. 
 
Councilman Prichard commented that even if the CARES Act were removed the General Fund 
revenue would be over budget.  He then inquired of the amount of CARES Act funds the City 
had received. 
 
CFO Swift stated that yes even without the CARES Act funds the City’s revenues were over 
budget.  She stated that the City had received $1.2 million.  CFO Swift continued with her update 
reviewing the sales and use tax receipts.  She reviewed the water sales for the residential, 
commercial, wholesale and water districts stating that they were higher than last year.  She 
finished with a review of the Treasury Report explaining that the report represented the cash in 
the bank. 
 
Mayor Browne commented that the City was doing good so far. 
 
No action was taken on this item. 
 
10. Discussion on possible zoning improvements and other means to encourage 

redevelopment and upgrades to McAlester’s long-established neighborhoods.  (Zach 
Prichard, Councilman Ward Six) 

Executive Summary 
Discussion. 
 
Councilman Prichard commented that he had noticed quite a few vacant lots and he would like to 
see City staff changes to the zoning codes that would encourage development. 
 
Director Clifton commented that there were a number of things that Councilman Prichard had 
addressed that were in the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
There was discussion regarding the change in the required size of lots, having a zoning code that 
applied everywhere, why people were not taking advantage of the changes, possibilities of some 
properties having leins on them, how the City could address judgements and leins on properties, 
how the City of Okmulgee had addressed the same situation there, if the City could recover the 
fees that were on some of the properties, and considering leins on properties as a symptom of the 
problem. 
 
No action was taken on this item. 
 
New Business 
Any matter not known, or which could not have been reasonably foreseen prior to the time of posting the Agenda in 
accordance with Sec. 311.9, Title 25, Oklahoma State Statutes. 
 
There was no new business. 
 
City Manager’s Report 
• Report on activities for the past two weeks. 
 
Manager Stasiak reported Stephanie Giacomo had been able to get DEQ involved in the clean up 
at Michael J. Hunter Park.  He stated that Ms. Giacomo and Ms. Colbert had performed a light 
assessment at the park and all lights were now on.  He stated that the City was moving forward 
with the chlorine conversion at the Water Treatment Plant, and the phase three (3) of the 
Connally project was now in design. 
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Mayor Browne asked if that would fix the problems on Keller. 
 
Manager Stasiak stated that the problems were being addressed.  He commented that the City 
was taking applications for the Animal Control Officer, tomorrow would be the start of the 
Asphalt Overlay project, the Recycling Center had reopened and had received a new bailer 
through a grant program.  He reported that the landfill would be open Monday through Friday 
from 8:00 A.M. to noon for McAlester residents.  He finished his report with an update on the 
mowing process in the City. 
 
Remarks and Inquiries by City Council 
 
Councilman Smith commended Manager Stasiak and his staff for the mowing of the cemeteries. 
 
Vice-Mayor Brown asked Manager Stasiak to look into an abandoned house at 201 W. Taylor. 
 
Councilman Boatright thanked the Manager for getting the cemeteries and parks mowed.  He 
asked if the cemetery was back to full staff, if inmate labor was being used, if any City 
employees had tested positive for the virus, if they were getting paid for time off and if the City 
had hired an Airport Manager. 
 
Manager Stasiak stated that the Cemetery had two (2) employees, State inmates were not 
available, County inmates were available on a limited basis, there had been City employees test 
positive, they received fourteen (14) days through the CARES Act and the Airport Manager 
position was still open. 
 
Councilmen Stevens, Cox and Prichard did not have any comments for the evening. 
 
Mayor’s Comments and Committee Appointments 
 
Mayor Browne thanked the employees that had been brought back for all of the hard work they 
had done to get caught up. 
 
Recess Council Meeting 
 
Councilman Smith moved to recess the Regular Meeting and convene the Authorities. The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Boatright.   
 
There was no discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, Brown, Prichard, Stevens, Cox & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  None 
 
Mayor Browne declared the motion carried and the meeting was recessed at 8:18 P.M. 
 
Reconvene Council Meeting 
 
The Regular Meeting was reconvened at 8:18 P.M. 
 
Adjournment 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, Councilman Smith moved for the 
meeting to be adjourned. The motion was seconded by Vice-Mayor Brown.   
 
There was no discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Brown, Boatright, Prichard, Stevens, Cox & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  None 
 
Mayor Browne declared the motion carried, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:22 P.M. 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Page 9 of 9 

                    __________________________ 
ATTEST:                 John Browne, Mayor 
 
 
____________________________    
Cora Middleton, City Clerk 


